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that it lent its luminosity to real diamonds, but
turned its nose up at paste. Diamond buyers could
use it to test the genuineness of their purchases.
Poor Marie found its interference in all her
experiments most distracting. Nothing could be
left near a tube of Radium without becoming
radio-active; it presented its luminosity to the air,
the dust, Marie's clothes, her instruments, her
notebooks. Those last kept the luminosity they
had not been able to refuse, long after she was
dead.
Scientists probably enjoy having their Ideas up-
set, so those early years of the baby Radium must
have been happy ones for them. Not only did that
strange Radium create a new element out of itself,
but that new element again made something new,
and so on. The radio-elements formed strange
faculties in which each member was created by
the transformation of the substance of its mother.
But the scientists* shocks did not end there. They
found that each radio-element lost half of itself in
a given time, a time which was always the same, a
time so long that we need not worry about finding
ourselves bereft of the radio elements. Uranium,
to lose half of itself, takes a few milliards of years,
and a milliard is a million-million. To do the
same thing, Radium takes only 1,600 years, while
its spirit takes only four days a*nd its spirit's
children only a few seconds.
You could look at Radium and see it lying
quite still and yet know that, while you were
gazing at It; its strange children were being born,